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Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 August 2003 . 
2a)d This action is FINAL. 2b)IEj This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4M Claim(s) 7,2,4, 7,8, 12, 15. 19.23.24.29.32 and 36 is/are pending in the application! 

4a) Of the above claim(s) , 

5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 



. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



6) KI Claim(s) 1,2,4.7,8.12. 15.19.23.24.29.32 and 36 is/are rftprteri 

7) Q Claim(s)_ is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be heid in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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3.p Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
General Status 

1. This is a First Action on the Merits. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 19, 23, 24, 29, 
32, 36 are pending in the case and are being examined. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 1 1 
"components" should be corrected as -component-; in line 12 "produces" should be 
corrected -produce--. 

The Examiner has pointed out only few of the deficiencies, the Applicant is 
required to review all the claims and make necessary corrections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 19, 23, 24, 29, 32, 36 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , line 8, it is unclear what is meant by "the magnetic field generating 
component and component..". 
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Claim 8, line 7, recites "a hole in the magnetic field generating component" it is 
unclear if Applicant introducing a new element of if Applicant is referring to the element 
introduced in Claim 1 , line 5. 

Claims 12, 19 and 36 depend from canceled claims 5, 3 and 35 respectively and 
therefore are vague and indefinite. For the purpose of examination Examiner has 
assumed that Claims 12, 19 and 36 depend from Claim 1. 

Claim 12 recites the limitations "the multi-layer cylinder of the magnetic field .. ." 
in lines 1 and 2, and "the multi-layer cylinder of the conductive component...". There 
are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 15 recites the limitations "the numbers of layers of the magnetic field ..." 
in lines 1 and 2, and " the numbers of layers of the conductive component...". There 
are insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 36 recites the limitation "the soft magnetic material" in lines 2 and 3. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
States °" * IP m ° re th3n °" e ye3r Pr '° r t0 the da,e ° f a PP |ication for P atent in *he United 

7. Claim 1 , 2, 12, 15, 29, 32, 36, as best understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Komuro et al. [US 5,557,083]. 

Komuro et al. disclose an integrated contact having: 
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an arc proof component [12, 31 , 41 ; Figures 3, 8 - 10]; 
a conductive component and a magnetic field generating 

component, having a top and a bottom and a through hole 
extending from the top to the bottom [Figure 1 0]; 

a container having a center and a top , wherein the arc proof 
component, the conductive component and the magnetic 
field generating component are set in the container, the 
magnetic field generating component and the conductive 
component are mutually combined and set inside of the 
container, and the arc proof component is set on top of the 
combination of the magnetic field generating component and 
the conductive component [Figures 1b, 3, 8 - 10], the 
combination of the magnetic field generating component and 

the conductive components are configured to produce an 
axial magnetic field [Column 13, lines 25 - 55]. 
Regarding Claim 2, Komuro et al. disclose the magnetic field generating 
component has a through oblique section from the top to the bottom at a side facing the 
center of container [Figure 1 0], with a magnetic path of the magnetic field generating 
component opened by a break [56, 58] from top to bottom, and the conductive 
component having a supporting oblique section coinciding with the corresponding 
oblique section of the magnetic field generating component. 
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Regarding Claims 1 2 and 1 5, Komuro et al. disclose the magnetic field 
generating component and the conductive component with the same number of layers 
[Figure 3]. 

Regarding Claim 29, Komuro et al. disclose the arc proof component is made of 
copper chromium alloy [Column 3, lines 50 - 55]. 

Regarding Claim 32, Komuro et al. disclose the conductive component made of 
copper powder [Column 12, lines 60, 61 ; Column 6, lines 8-21]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is hot identically disclosed or described as set 
forth ,n section 1 02 of th.s title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patentee and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time th? 
mvention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentabrhty shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was maS 

9. Claims 23 and 24, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Komuro et al. [US 5,557,083]. 

Regarding Claim 23, Komuro et al. disclose the instant claim invention except the 
container is made from rustles steel. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the container made 
from rustles steel, in order to prevent corrosion, since it has been held to within general 
skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice [In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416]. 

Regarding Claim 24, Komuro et al. disclose the arc proof component is 
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a mixture of copper powder and chromium powder [Columns 3 - 10], however do not 
specify the exact ration of the copper powder and chromium powder as recited in the 
claim. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the ration of the copper powder and chromium powder from 
10:90 to 90:10, in order to improve the reliability of the arc proof component, since it has 
been held that discovering an optimum value of a result effective variable involves only 
routine skill in the art [In re Boesch, 617 F.2d 272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980)]. 

Double Patenting 

10. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 

aSnS nf " T^k, ^ eWiSe 6Xtensi ° n ° f the " ri 9 ht to exclude " 9 rant ed by a patent 
I t XT ??,^?Ao e harassment b y multiple assignees. See In re Goodman U 

ulpn ?p w S ^ Q2 ,n Q 2 ^ 1 ° (Fed - Cir 1993): ln re Lon ^ 759 F 2d ™> 225 
iQPo? ? ( w ed ?' r .l 985); ln re Van 0rnum ' 686 F - 2d 9 37, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 

s ?2^'u^^ 4 ^ r^t 619 (ccpa ,97o);and ' ,n re r "» 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 321 (c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 

ol 6 ^"^ P T' ded the confIictin g application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b) 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
37 ^FR 37°m er ' A termina ' diSdaimer SiQned by the aSSignee must fu»y comply with 

11. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 19, 24, 29, 32, 36 are provisionally rejected under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable 
overclaims 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28 of copending Application No. 
10/648,607. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably 
distinct from each other because the all limitations recited in Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 
19, 24, 29, 32, 36 of the instant Application are substantially the same as all limitations 
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recited in Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 11,13, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28 of copending Application No. 
1 0/648,607. All the elements and limitations recited in claims of the instant application 
are found in the various claims of the copending Application, such that combining them 

in different combinations would have been obvious in order to form product having the 

various different named elements with the same functions, or perhaps to vary the scope 

of the claims to avoid infringement or capture infringers. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 

conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Conclusion 

1 2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gorman et al. [US 4,117,288], Hess etal. [US 4,935,588], Schels 
et al. [US 5,055,639], Mayo [US 5,777,287] all disclosed contact arrangements. 
Applicant also should consider these references in response to this office action. 
Should issue arise concerning the rejection presented above, these references may be 
relied upon in a subsequent action to support the lack of novelty or obviousness of 
claimed subject matter to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marina Fishman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1991. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status.information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Marina Fishman 
April 28, 2004 



